Abstract: Leaves ofMorus alba L. arequite evident from the literatures surveyed that these plants possess antibacterial, and antioxidant activity and therefore the extracts of these herbs alone or in combination may have the potential to treat many disease in an effective manner without exhibiting side effect or toxicity as indicated by synthetic molecules. The aim of our study is to provide scientific evidence concerned to the medicinal values of this herb.In this study, the ethanolic extract of leaves from Morus alba L., a traditional Chinese medicine, was evaluated for their Phytochemical analysis. Phytochemical analysis revealed the presence of phenols, flavonoids, alkaloids, and proteins in the extract;Ethanolic extracts showed higher contents of both total phenolics and flavonoids.
Introduction
Medicinal plants have been source of wide variety of biologically active compounds for many centuries and used extensively as crude material or as pure compounds for treating various disease conditions (Arif et al., 2009 ).The use of herbal medicines becoming popular due to toxicity and side-effects of allopathic medicines. Medicinal plants play an important role in the development of potent therapeutic agents. There are over 1.5 million practitioners of traditional medicinal system using medicinal plants in preventive, promotional and curative applications (Dasilva 1999) . India with its biggest repository of medicinal plants in the world may maintain an important position in the production of raw materials either directly for crude drugs or as the bioactive compounds in the formulation of pharmaceuticals and cosmetics etc (Tiwari 2008 ).
Morus alba L. (white mulberry) is monoecious, deciduous tree and is of medium size with a height of about 30 m and width of about 1.8 m, it is distributed throughout Asia, Africa, Europe and South and North America and found in wide range of tropical areas and in hilly areas of Himalayas at the height of 3300 m. It is reported that in Chinese medicine white mulberry has been widely used in medicine since 659 A.D and Chinese pharmacopoeia lists the root bark, stem, fruits and leaves as a constituent in medicinal preparations (Kumar and Chauhan, 2008) . Other common name of white mulberry is silkworm mulberry and in Urdu, Persian and Hindi it is commonly called as shahtoot.
Use of nonconventional feeds is gaining popularity in many developing countries of world because by feeding rich protein diet, the supply of amino acids to milking animals enhanced the milk production (Mohammadabadi and Chaji, 2012) . This is due the presence of steroids, flavonoids, amino acids, vitamins, triterpenes and other trace elements which show valuable effects (Deshmukh et al., 1993 (Datta, 2000) , the leaves of M. alba are dried and used in infusions in most of the Asian countries.
Material and Method

Plant material
Leaves of Morus alba L. were collected from rural area of Bhopal (M.P), India in the months of September 2015. Extraction procedure (Mukharjee, 2007) . Following procedure was adopted for the preparation of methanol extracts from the shade dried and powdered herbs:
Defatting of Plant Material
Powdered leaf material of Morus alba L. were shade dried at room temperature. The shade dried leaf material was coarsely powdered and subjected to extraction with petroleum ether in a soxhlet apparatus. The extraction was continued till the defatting of the material had taken place. The extracts were subjected to various qualitative tests to detect the presence of plant constituents. The results have been shown in table.
2.5.1Preparation of Test Solution
The test solution was prepared by taking 1 g of the extract in 25 ml of methanol. 
A. Test for Carbohydrates
F. Test for Flavanoids Shinoda test:
In the test tube containing alcoholic extract of the drug added 5 -10 drops of dil. hydrochloric acid followed by the small piece of magnesium. In presence of flavonoids a pink, reddish pink or brown color was produced.
G. Test for Tannins a)
To the sample of the extract, ferric chloride solution was added appearance of dark blue or greenish black colour indicated the presence of tannins. b) To the sample of extract, potassium cyanide was added, deep red colour was confirmed the presence of tannins. c) To the sample of extract, potassium dichromate solution was added, yellow precipitate was produced.
H. Test for Triterpenoids a)
In the test tube, 2 or 3 granules of tin was added, and dissolved in 2 ml of thionyl chloride solution and test solution was added. Pink colour was produced which indicates the presence of triterpenoids. b) Two ml of acetic anhydride solution was added to 1 ml of extract of drug in chloroform followed by one ml of conc. sulphuric acid, a violet colored ring was formed indicating presence of triterpinoid. 
J. Test of Resins
Dissolved the extract in the acetone and pore the solution in the distilled water. Turbidity indicated the presence of resin.
K. Test of Fats or Fixed oils
a) Using sodium hydroxide: The extract was mixed in one ml 1 % of copper sulphate solution then added 10 % sodium hydroxide solution a clear blue solution was obtain which showed glycerin present in sample. b) Using sodium hydrogen sulphate: The extract was taken in test tube added a pinch of sodium hydrogen sulphate pungent odour was formed which showed glycerin present in sample. c) Saponification: Four ml of 2 % sodium carbonate solution was taken and the extract was added. Shaked vigorously and boiled. A clean soapy solution was formed cooled and added few drops of conc. HCl and observed that fatty separate out and float up.
Results and Discussion
Phytochemical Extraction and Preliminary Screening
The different solvent extracts of the Morus alba L. leaves were subjected to preliminary qualitative assessment for the presence of alkaloids, glycosides, tannins, saponins, flavonoids, steroids and others separately according to Kokate's methods (1994) . The results of phytochemical analysis are discussed in the (table 1) . From the results, it is clear that the ethanolic leaves extract of Morus alba (L.) shows the presence of alkaloids, glycosides, phenols, flavonoids, amino acid and terpenoids, when extracted with different solvents using soxhlet extraction procedure. 
